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Reading 18: Editing Flash Colours and Font 
Note: Development of “Flash” skills is outside the context of this course. 
 
This guide is provided for those who have a flash animation in their template 
and want to change the background colour of the flash animation, or the font 
in the animation. It is NOT a requirement of the course that you be able to do 
this. 
 
Warning – editing Flash is not easy if you haven’t done it before! 
 
You will need a copy of Macromedia’s Flash MX program to edit your files.  
 
You can download a free trial version of Macromedia Flash at 
http://www.adobe.com/products/flash/. 
 
This will allow you to edit the .fla file that is found in the "flash" directory.  The 
.fla file contains the animation that you will want to change. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES:  

·  Check that you have enough memory to install any new software. 
·  Note the terms and conditions of use of all software 
·  Ensure you are downloading from the correct site 
·  Create a COPY of the Flash folder (and all its files) as a back ups  
·  Each “Flash” may have been created differently – so these instructions 

are a guide to the process used only 
 
 
Edit the Flash Background Colour in HTML 
Editing the background colour of your flash file may be straightforward. In 
many cases you may not need to alter the flash file to change its background 
colour. 
 
For most of the templates the colour of the flash files background may be 
contained in the Header.js files and it can be edited from there.  
 
In this case edit it in notepad like normal. Look for the “var color” description. 
It is normally located at the beginning of the header.js file eg 
 
var color   = "6F8C8F" // HEADER BACKGROUND COLOR 
var flashheight  = "75"  // HEIGHT OF THE FLASH (IN 
PIXELS) 
var flashwidth  = "600"  // WIDTH OF THE FLASH (IN 
PIXELS) 
 
By changing the value for the colour you will change the background of your 
flash file. If this does not work – keep your change in colour AND continue 
with the Flash editing steps and the step to edit the background. 
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How to edit the Flash Animation  
 
Step 1 Move the flash Files 
Once you have downloaded and installed Flash MX, you will need to copy the 
fla files you wish to edit out of the "flash" directory and into the main website 
directory.  
 

 
Notice in the picture above there are two .fla files. One is for the image 
changer and the other is for the logo. Copy the logo.fla to the main directory 
from the flash folder, as this is the main one you will want to edit. 
 
 
 
Step 2 Copy the SWF Files 
Copy the swf files in the main folder prior to making any changes as your 
“backup”. Paste it into the same spot – so it will create a new file called “Copy 
of ….swf”. Leave this file alone. You wont need it unless there is a problem. 
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Step 3 Open the Flash File You Copied into The Main  Folder 
You will need to choose the file you wish to edit. Do not edit the ".swf" files.  
 
Open the ".fla" file that you copied into the main folder, that you wish to edit by 
double clicking on it. Eg logo.fla 
 
Now that you have installed the Flash MX program – the file you clicked on 
should open in flash with a screen like the following one: 
 

 
 
When this file opens you will NOT see the flash as it appears on your 
webpage. The Flash animation does not have any visible text for you to edit. 
All the text is edited by the file "flash.txt ".  
 
When you open the .fla file all you will see is an empty box  as per the 
screenshot above.  
 
The empty box is a "holder" for the text that is included in the flash animation.  
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Step 4 Unlock & Access the Right Layer of the Flash  
 
The text is sorted by layers. The number of layers may vary between each 
templates flash files. 
 
In this example there are three layers.  

1. Actions 
2. Link 
3. Logo1   

Note: The Logo layer will normally be named Logo or Logo1 etc… some templates do have 
multiple logo layers eg Slogan, or Line 1 … ALL of them may need to be edited 

 
These layers can be locked or unlocked ie able to be edited or not. 
 
 

 
 
 
Find the layer that is named "logo" or “Logo1”. 
 
Lock and turn off all the other layers by clicking on the dot underneath 
“padlock” symbol for that layer, or unlock the logo layer as necessary. 
 
Once you have locked all layers except the logo one your screen should 
resemble below: 
 

 
 
 
Select the “logo” row layer for display of the “boxes” for that layer, by clicking 
on the name Logo1. 
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Step 5 Edit the Flash Background Colour 
To change the flash background colour where it is not contained in the 
header.js file OR changing the header.js file did not work follow these 
instructions. IF this is not needed – move to the next step. 
 
At the bottom of the screen is the option for changing the background Colour.  
 

 
 
 
Simply click on the box and choose a new colour for your background. 
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Step 6 Access the “Property Inspector” toolbars  
 
When you selected the logo row layer it display of the “background” for that 
layer. Its size will vary based on your template flash. It will normally be a 
rectangular “box”. We need to edit that box to change text font size and colour 
(even though you cant see any text in this view). 
 
 

 
 
To edit that “box”  double clicking on it, or ”right click” and “Select All”. 
 
 
At the bottom of the screen the Properties screen should now appear with 
more options: 
 

 
 
 
You can use the Property toolbars to change the font face and the font colour 
using the following instructions. 
 

Double click on the box OR 
Right click and choose “Select 
All” 
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Step 7 Edit the Font Type (Face) and Size 
 
To change the font face (type) click on the drop down arrow next to the 
current font type and choose the new style. 
 

 
 
This font will then be embedded into the Flash Movie and will display 
regardless of whether you have the actual font installed on your machine. 
 
To edit the size simply select the new size. 
 

 
 
Although you can also change the font size use caution if you do so – it may 
cause problems.  
 
If you make the text too large it may not “fit” into the flash area.  
 
If you make it is too small for some of the flash files it may cause the flash 
routine to not appear properly or be too small to read. 

As you can see Flash will 
also provide a preview of 
how the new text will display 
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Step 8 Edit the Font Colour 
To change the colour of the text click on the panel and a pop up box will 
appear with colours to choose from. 
 

 
 
Simply click on the colour you would like for the text, remembering the 
background colour for the flash. 
 
 
Step 9 Repeat the Steps 4-8 for Other Layers 
If your flash has multiple layers eg a slogan or lines after the logo, you may 
need to edit these layers in the same way.  
 
 
Step 10 Save  
Save the new flash file by selecting save in the File 
menu. 
 
 
Step 11 Publish the Changes 
You need to “Publish” the changes to see them on 
your website. 
 
“Publishing” creates a new swf file – which is what 
actually makes the flash animation work. 
 
Under the File menu in Flash you have the Publish 
command. 
 
When you Publish the file nothing appears to happen 
on the screen, however there will now be an updated 
logo.swf file in the website folder.  
 
Note that it will replace the existing logo.swf file 
(which is why we made a copy of it – just in case we 
need to revert back). 
 
Step 12 Test  & Move the New Flash File Back 
Test your new flash by opening a html page and viewing the flash. 
 
After you have successfully completed all of the changes you would like to 
make, move your fla file back into the Flash folder on your site.  
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Problems 

1. Start again – using the copy you made of the original fla files. 
 
2. Still unsuccessful check the www.allwebco.com site when on-line to 

look up instructions  
 

3. Look for a flash web designer and ask for a quote to change 
 

4. If you “give up” – simply make the copy of your original swf and fla files 
the originals in the same places they were.  


