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Reading 8 

 

Editing JavaScript 
& Flash in Your 
Webpage 
 
 
The Flash and JavaScript in each template may vary. 
 
To edit these sections of your template – follow the instructions in the help.htm file 
that comes with YOUR template. 
 
These notes will assist in explaining to you the background and the process but may 
have some variations eg different file names to those in YOUR template. 
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What is JavaScript 
JavaScript is a computer programming language specifically designed for webpages. 
 
JavaScripts are a way to include some clever features on your webpage. 

·  JavaScript was designed to add interactivity to HTML pages  
·  JavaScript is a scripting language  
·  A scripting language is a lightweight programming language  
·  A JavaScript consists of lines of executable computer code  
·  A JavaScript is usually embedded directly into HTML pages  
·  JavaScript is an interpreted language (means that scripts execute without preliminary compilation)  
·  Everyone can use JavaScript without purchasing a license  

Source: http://www.w3schools.com/js/js_intro.asp 
 
JavaScript can be used in a webpage in 2 different ways: 

1. Embedded/Written / coded directly into the webpage OR 
2. Written in a separate “Document” that your webpage goes to – called an 

“external” JavaScript. 
 
In your template the second option is the normal one used – as this means that the 
complicated “JavaScript” code is out of harms way when you edit your webpage 
templates and it makes the template pages easier to read in Notepad. 
 
In your template JavaScript is used to: 
�  Run the Flash Header (for those templates with Flash) 
�  Insert the Menus 
�  Insert Contact Information 
�  Run a scroller (for those templates with a scroller) 
�  Insert your Copyright Information 
�  Insert the details for the College and Allwebco – the template creators 
�  Change the displayed date (for those templates with a date) 
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Identifying JavaScript Areas in HTML Pages 
In the html pages you will see where a JavaScript is initiated because of the tag 
<script…… 
 
This tag will often define the language to be used in reading the script ie 
<scrip language=”JavaScript” …. 
 
The end of the JavaScript area is shown with the normal html end tag protocol: 
</script> 
 
In the template the JavaScript does not include the actual JavaScript code – but 
refers the page to a source ie an external javascript. Eg 

 
<script language="JavaScript" src="menu.js"></script> 

 
So this is simply saying – run a script; the script language is JavaScript; go to the 
document named menu.js to get that script. 
 
DO NOT edit these tags your template.  
 
 
For other webpages you may see, the JavaScript may in fact be directly written into 
the html page eg: 
 

<script type="text/javascript"> 
document.write ("Hello") 
document.write (“World”) 
</script> 

 
Look for the beginning and end tags to show you where the JavaScript is in your 
webpage AND don’t change anything in between. 
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What is Flash 
Flash is a computer program language designed to create moving / animated 
sections on a webpage. 
 
Some of the templates come with an optional Flash Header. 
 
 
 

Where is the Flash Code 
In the templates the Flash code is hidden out of harms way in the JavaScripts. 
 
This prevents accidental changes that stop it from running. 
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Using the Help.htm Page 
Your template will have a Help.htm page that you can double click on to open. 
 
It has a step by step list of the places you need to edit. 
 
If you are on-line – you will also be able to access more detailed information directly 
from the Allwebco website – but keep in mind this information may be more 
complicated and technical than you may want. 
 
Note it will often start with how to edit TEXT needed for the Flash (if applicable) and 
JavaScripts. 
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Editing the Flash Code 
In the templates that have a Flash animation, the area you need to edit is limited to 
one file called: 

flash.txt 
 
If you do not find this file listed in the files for your webpage – your template does not 
come with a Flash. 
 
If you have a Flash – you can open the flash.txt document with Notepad and change 
the logo text and the slogan text after the = sign.  
 
Eg: For the Aust College Flash txt document we have made the text for the logo be  
Australian College of Commerce and Management 
 
The background letter is 0 
And added 3 words as the slogan 

People 
Solutions 
Results 

 

 
 
Close the flash.txt file and open any html page to test your Flash. 
 
You may need to “Allow Blocked Content” if your webpage security warns you before 
running the Flash. 
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Edit the Header JavaScript 
If you don’t have a Flash – your help.htm page will have a step to update the Header 
JavaScript. 
 
If your template DOES NOT give you instructions to edit the header.js document – 
then DON’T – as it does not need editing. 
 
If instructed in Help.htm find and open the "header.js" file in Notepad. 
 
Change the "WebsiteTitle" and "Optional Slogan Can Go Here..." lines as instructed 
to match your name and logo.  
 
This will change the upper and lower logo info on all pages.  
 
<!-- Begin 
 
<!-- NOTE: If you use a ' add a slash before it like this \' --> 
 
document.write('<TABLE cellpadding=0 cellspacing=0 border=0 width="100%" 
height="70" bgcolor="#000000"><tr><td width="15">'); 
document.write('<IMG SRC="picts/spacer.gif" HEIGHT=10 WIDTH=15 
border="0"><BR>'); 
document.write('</td><td ALIGN="LEFT" VALIGN="CENTER">'); 
document.write('<nobr><a href="index.html"><span class="logo1"> 
WEBSITE </span><span class="logo2"> TITLE</span></a></nobr><br>'); 
document.write('</td><td ALIGN="RIGHT" VALIGN="CENTER">'); 
document.write('<nobr><SPAN CLASS="slogan">A slogan can go here 
...</span></nobr><br>'); 
document.write('</td><td width="15">'); 
document.write('<IMG SRC="picts/spacer.gif" HEIGHT=10 WIDTH=15 
border="0"><BR>'); 
document.write('</td></tr><tr><td colspan="4" bgcolor="#FFFFFF" height="1">'); 
document.write('<IMG SRC="picts/spacer.gif" HEIGHT="1" WIDTH="10" 
border="0"><br>'); 
document.write('</td></tr></table>'); 
 
//  End --> 
 
Note: in the above example the logo has a line of code called a "span" between the 
two words WEBSITE and TITLE.  
 
This is because in this template the logo has two different “formats” (ie span classes) 
to make the name more interesting. 
 
Close the header.js  file and open any html page to test your Heading. 
 
You may need to “Allow Blocked Content” if your webpage security warns you before 
running the Flash. 
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Edit the Copyright JavaScript 
Open the "copyright.js" file in Notepad. 
 
Change the "Your Company" and "info@yourdomain.com" lines to match your 
information.  
 
This will change the lower page info on all pages. 
 

 
 
Note – use a real email address in the mail to tag area so that you can test the page. 
 
Close the copyright.js file and open any html page to test your copyright info now 
shows. 
 
You may need to “Allow Blocked Content” if your webpage security warns you before 
running the Flash. 
 
If you click on the words “Contact Us” in the Copyright area – you should find an 
email is created to the email address you put in this area. 
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Edit Contact Details 
Open the "phone.js" file in Notepad. 
 
Change the company name, address, phone number and e-mail address.  
 
This will change contact info on the contact page.  
 
This is done as a javascript file so your e-mail will not appear on your website and 
you'll receive less spam mail.  
 

 
 
 

Other JavaScripts 
If your Help.htm file instructs you to – edit any other JavaScript files in the same way. 
 
 

I Stuffed a JavaScript or Flash File Up 
Before you do anything more ---- take a full copy of your template BUT don’t override 
old back up copies. Make a new back up. 
 
Then simply go to the CD that has the ORIGINAL Template files. Don’t open the file 
JavaScript or Flash file. Simply select it and copy it. 
 
Paste it into your current version of the template. 
 
This will override the version that you stuffed up with a clean copy. 
 
Test your webpage – it should now function properly. 
 
Have another go to edit the javascript – paying attention to strictly follow the editing 
instructions in Help.htm 


